SOME BACKGROUND TO THE SCHOOL HOUSES
During World War II the names of the school houses followed the school colours – black, green, gold and white. I was only ten when the War ended in 1945 but recall that Green House tended to dominate athletics,  with people like the Hawkes brothers, Glen Wood and my brother John (who was eight years older than me). Can anyone remember for which houses other athletes performed during those years and the years that followed?  For example, Tickey Futter, Jock Wiggill, Snooky Langley, Viv Schroeder and Hilton Oates (whose under 16 record for the 880 yards in about 1950 equalled the under 19 record – I think - it was spectacular anyway!) I was hopeless at athletics and made absolutely no contribution to the fortunes of White House, which always came last! 
The names were changed quite soon after my dad returned from the War. My memory is somewhat hazy on a couple of them, so please contact William Pienaar if you can improve on this information. Anyway here goes. 
Gold House became Richardson House, named after dad’s predecessor, Mr A G Richardson. He was a Cambridge don and did much to develop the school in the years prior to 1925. His wife was my music teacher – for a few years – and I have fond memories of one of his two daughters, ‘Kitten’, who taught us English and later became head mistress of Victoria Girls High School in Grahamstown.

The two Misses Smith gave their name to Green House. I think they lived in Ngqeleni and had a camp at Landili. Following the carnage in Belgium (‘Flanders Fields’) and France during World War I, there was a dire shortage of eligible bachelors throughout the British Commonwealth – and indeed Germany. As a result there were hundreds of thousands – if not millions - of ‘spinsters’ in that age group. I believe that at least one of the Smith sisters taught at Umtata High for many years. Perhaps someone from the Ngqeleni District can add to that.

Black House was named after a Miss (or Mrs?) ‘Andy’ Anderson. All I know about her is that she taught at the school before World War II and died during the early Forties. From all accounts she was a dedicated teacher  and much loved by teachers and pupils alike. I believe that she  originated from the Western Cape and died there but am not sure about this. Again, can anyone help?

What about White House? Well, I remember that we did have one star athlete in the form of Pam Stroebel, now Pam Golding. She was our House Captain. Pam had a pretty face and athletic figure and as a younger member of the House I probably had a bit of a crush on her! We did have some of the ‘brains’ in the school, like Joyce and Gillian Fox-Smith, later Joyce de Vaal and Gillian Perrott. However, In those days academic prowess didn’t seem to rank as important as sporting achievement – until later in life – and White House got the chop!
Do the three houses still exist? Some of you may like to share your recollections of how the houses fared during your days at the school – and of course what you were able to bring to the table in terms of points scored. I hope your contributions were more valuable than mine!
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